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The Thukhuma Collection @ SOSS
The Thukhuma Collection @ SOSS, officially launched on 3 Sep 2015, is an extension of the Singapore Management 
University’s Visual Arts Initiative which focuses on contemporary Southeast Asian art.  On long-term loan to the School 
of Social Sciences, the display consists of 50 paintings by 32 Myanmar artists.

The Thukhuma Collection has been assembled by Professor Ian Holliday, Vice-President and Pro-Vice-Chancellor at 
the University of Hong Kong.  His interest began in the mid-2000s when frequent visits to Myanmar brought him into 
contact with galleries and artists in Yangon.  The collection was curated by Ms Joanna Lee who was Senior Curator 
and Assistant Director at the Singapore Art Museum when the museum began to collect Myanmar art in the late 1990s. 

(L-R) Assoc Prof of Arts and Culture Management Kwok Kian Chow, Prof Ian Holliday, SOSS 
Distinguished Senior Fellow Mr S R Nathan, SMU President Prof Arnoud De Meyer and SOSS Dean 
Prof James Tang at the opening ceremony of the Collection.

Visitors and SMU community viewing the Collection.
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The SOSS Dean’s List Award Presentation Ceremony was held on Friday, 
4 September 2015 at the SMU Music and Drama Lab. 50 students were 
placed on the Dean’s List for their outstanding academic results in 
AY2014/15. Each awardee received a certificate and a plaque.

Congratulations to all winners!

Dean’s List Award Presentation

Admission Year 2014/15

Admission Year 2011/12

Admission Year 2012/13

Admission Year 2013/14

● EU YAN YU, TIFANIS  ● GERARD TAN CHEUNG KIT   ● HUANG TENGJIAO   
● HUANG YINGZHEN, SARAH   ● JEREMY WONG JIA YANG   ● LEOW WEI YONG, DARREN    
● NURUL AMIRAH BINTE YUSOF  ● SEAH TIONG KIAT   ● TAN TZE TUAN, TRACK   

● ADRIEL CHUA YONG HUI   ● FELICIA LIN YAN XIU   ● GUI WAN YING  
● JOANNE HENG WEI XIAN ● KANG LONG  ● LIM CHENG YEE 
● MUHAMMAD NAZIR BIN ABDUL HAMID   ● NADHILLA VELDA MELIA   ● OH HUI SI   
● RAJAGOPAL MURALITHARAN  ● SYLVIA LIM  ● TAY MING QUAN, ALSON   
● TEO WEI LIN, DAMIAN JOSEPH  ● YEW SHU HUI, AMANDA      

● ANG ZHE JUN, RACHEL  ● HARSHVARDHAN MEHTA   ● HENG QI HAO   
● ISHAN VENKAT PADMANABHAN  ● KWA MEE LING  ● LEE JUNHUI   ● LIU ZHIWEI, BENJAMIN   
● MAXINE GRACE FOO  ● ONG YUE LIN, REBECCA   ● SEOW LI PANG, TIMOTHY JOEL   
● TAI BING XIANG  ● TAN KIAN GUAN, CLIFF  ● TAN MAY CHIN  ●  TANG SI XIN, JOYCE  
● TAY ZIWEI   ● YAP SHIEN TAH       

● ANG XINYAO, DESMOND   ● CHOO JING LIN, GRACE   ● KOH STANLEY   ● LAU SENG YAP   
● LEE YANE   ● SIM JING HAN   ● SUDIP ROY  ● TAN SER ERN, JONATHAN  ● TEH WENXIN
● WAN SHI YUN         

Admission Year 2009/10 ● TAN KAY JIN, RAYNER



Student Activities

33
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Overseas Exchange @
VU University Amsterdam

By Chloe Tan Hui Min, BSocSc Yr 4

I have always aspired to live in a foreign city independently, 
to test my own limits and overcome the obstacles that I 
may face alone. What better way to fulfill this wish than 
to participate in an exchange programme for a semester? 

I knew I wanted to have my exchange in Europe so that I 
can travel to places within the continent, but I didn’t have 
a particular city in mind. I also did not have a particular 
university that I wanted to enroll.

Looking back, choosing VU Amsterdam has got to be 
one of the best decisions I have made in my life. Now you 
may wonder,  “Why Amsterdam?” Or more specifically, 
“Why VU?”

With my Singaporean friends from NTU at Zaanse Schans! First time seeing an 
old windmill! 

Amsterdam was not a place that I would expect myself 
to fall in love with. The city is more popularly known for 
legalized marijuana use and their sex tourism, so since I 
have no interest in the aforementioned, why would I want to 
live there for a semester? I chose VU because they offer the 
courses I wanted.

However, there is more to the beauty of Amsterdam than 
what they are known for. Therefore, here are a few reasons 
why I loved Amsterdam and basically, the whole of my 
exchange experience! 

Voorburgstraat – the location of the student housing that 
I lived in for half a year. Instead of choosing to live in a 
campus hostel environment, I decided to live alone in a 
studio apartment type of housing and hence I had my own 
kitchen and bathroom. Being able to live alone trains you 
well in terms of housekeeping because NO ONE will do the 
cooking, dishwashing, laundry and throwing out the garbage 
for you. It’s all up to you to maintain the cleanliness of your 
apartment. Times like these I appreciate my family members 
at home very much for taking care of the household chores. 

Had a fun-filled winter wonderland experience! A picture-perfect shot 
captured by my friend after we took the husky ride! This was one of 
the places that I did not expect myself to travel to: Rovaniemi, Finland. 
Although it was one of the most expensive trips I had while traveling 
around Europe, I absolutely did not regret my decision.
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Understanding that my family will always have my interests at heart no 
matter how far away I am from home. The frequent video calls and text 
messages make me feel that I am remembered and loved even when I’m 
miles apart 

Appreciation – something that I have thoroughly learnt being overseas 
for an extended period of time. I’ve learnt to appreciate Singapore’s 
convenient public transport system, accessible consumable tap water, 
tropical climate, and our policy of having English as our dominant 
language. Not forgetting the longer operating hours of retail shops in 
shopping centres and being able to have a decent meal for less than ten 
Singapore Dollars! 

Made new friends! The most memorable event that I had with my 
international friends was during Chinese New Year. Since all of us were 
away from home in a foreign land that knows nothing about the Lunar 
calendar, we decided that we should have an Asian reunion dinner in a 
potluck style! We had students from Japan, Korea, China and Thailand 
and we made well-known dishes from our own home country and brought 
it our meeting venue. It definitely helped in making everyone feel a little 
less homesick!

... To be continued next page

Studying. Yes, exchange is not all play and no work. But 
studying on exchange is relatively less stressful as compared 
to being in SMU (though there is still work to be done)! 

Travelled to places I never imagined. I visited 12 countries 
including Switzerland, Finland and Greece these were 
places that I never thought I would be able to visit. Very 
glad and thankful that all the trips that I made were possible 
(due to timing and prices)! 

Extraordinary celebration on King’s Day! Also known 
as Koningsdag, 27th April of every year holds a special 
meaning to Amsterdam-ers! Everyone wears something 
orange as it is their national colour and the city is extremely 
crowded because tourists come to Amsterdam to celebrate 
this big day too! Shops are closed because it is a public 
holiday but the locals operate pop-up stalls along the streets 
selling food and drinks (like a huge funfair) and people 
dance on boats with blasting music while sailing along the 
canals. No doubt a massive celebration that I’ve never seen 
before!

Everyone wears orange on King’s Day, 27th April! It was such a large-scale 
celebration and it’s like the whole city stopped working just to party the whole 
day.

A year before applying for exchange, I signed up for ICON’s 
Buddy Programme and met Robert. Who’d knew that one 
year later, I would get a chance to see him again in Poland?
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Driving an ATV for the first time in Santorini!! 

Boathouses parked along the sides of Amsterdam’s canals. This view 
looks as if it came from a scene in a movie and having to witness it in real 
life was amazing.

Riding my bicycle! Almost everyone rides a bicycle in 
Amsterdam – from young children to old adults. You’ll see 
corporate workers or businessmen donning their smart and 
stylish suits, cycling effortlessly to and fro their workplace. 
It’s quite a peculiar sight because Singaporeans don’t usually 
wear a tuxedo on their bikes! 
 

Dutch hospitality! The phrase “going Dutch” gives people 
(or me) the idea that the locals were very individualistic people 
that were not too generous. But I was wrong! On the first day 
upon arrival, I received so much help with my luggage and 
directions while navigating to my accommodation. They offer 
their help so willingly even without me asking and I felt really 
welcomed by these friendly and helpful people I’ve met! 

Amsterdam’s canals because their beauty continues to amaze 
me even after being there for about five months.

My favourite place in Amsterdam has got to be Zaanse 
Schans – the place where people go to see windmills! Being 
there makes me happy because the surrounding has such a 
peaceful atmosphere, which is very different from the vibrant 
city center. Just sitting by the windmills and enjoying the view 
can actually have a therapeutic effect in calming one’s senses.

Made it to the highest point in Europe! At Jungfraujoch in Switzerland 
and it was another unforgettable experience.
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Overseas Exchange @
University of Manitoba, Canada

By Abigail Kalaya Kwek Li Teng, BSocSc Yr 4

“What? Why Winnipeg, Manitoba? There’s nothing but polar bears there!” People usually say that with a mortified look 
on their faces, or pull a puzzled look because they have no clue as to where Winnipeg is. 

I present you, the most underrated and equally beautiful, Winnipeg. It is so culturally diverse, with a thriving art and 
folk scene, amazing food, and is home to the friendliest and nicest people I’ve ever met (yes, even friendlier than your 
average Canadian!). Being situated so up north, and being in the prairies, it does offer you some spectacular sights of 
what Nature can offer.

Going on exchange alone was probably the bravest thing (next to skydiving) I’ve ever done. Heading into a totally 
new environment, with no one to fall back on, was both exhilarating and frightening at the same time. Being the only 
Singaporean posted to the University of Manitoba forced me to step out of my comfort zone. Prior to my exchange, all 
I thought I had to do was to survive the frigid winter, make new friends, and figure my way around the school, all by 
myself. No biggie right? I was quite wrong. 

One of the very first lessons I learned was to never underestimate anything.

It really is better to be slightly over-prepared than to suffer the consequences of being caught by surprise. I learned this 
the hard way. It’s amazing how quickly the -40 degrees Celsius wind can freeze one’s snot, and render your fingers 
immobile. I had to thaw my frozen cheeks with a warm towel after walking around the campus for 15 minutes! Of course 
Winnipeg is not all about its brutal winters; there are plenty of interesting things to do during this often ill-regarded time. 
For example, Osborne Village offers a myriad of cafes for the trendy hipster to chill out in, to driving up north towards 
Bird’s Hill Park to catch the Northern Lights, ice skating at the Red River, and playing Escape Room with your friends! 
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(Top and Right) A daily view when jogging near the river by the school

Student Activities

Ice skating at the river with the people I lived with at the Arthur V Mauro 
Residences

Red River by the University

... To be continued next page

One of Winnipeg’s  iconic areas – The Forks

The university is incredibly serene during the winter
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Being Western Canada’s first university, the University of Manitoba’s campus is a beautiful mix of both modern and 
historic buildings. I was also really impressed by the level of cleanliness on campus coupled with the efficiency and the 
ease of applying for my courses it can easily rival SMU! 

Most people would think that going on exchange would mean that it would be a time of revel, skipping classes to sleep 
in, and just scraping by with a pass. I think the beauty of exchange is that there is no pressure for you to compete with 
other students; rather, you get to experience (probably for the first time in your educational life) real learning without the 
competition. That was a refreshing change for me - for the first time, I was actually genuinely engaged, driven by my 
own curiosity to learn more rather than solely being motivated by grades. Classes in Canada were extremely interesting, 
and casual, with plenty of opportunities to speak up and participate in class discussions, very much like SMU. I had 
the opportunity to do a project on Walmart, and went down to the stores to do primary research, interacting with the 
everyday Canadian to find out more about their shopping habits. 

Even in my criminology classes, there were always passionate debates in class about the topic at hand, which certainly 
enlightened me about the different opinions surrounding crime and justice in Canada. Having this kind of a first hand 
experience gave me valuable insights about global issues that I had previously only superficially understood. 

Osborne Village – A newly gentrified area of Winnipeg

Exploring Winnipeg’s famous Exchange District
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As a self-professed independent kind of person, I did initially find it tough to adjust to the sudden freedom. I suddenly 
found myself left to my own devices, and having to be entirely responsible for everything - from mundane household 
chores, to making sure that my travel companions were safe when we travelled around the city. Life abroad does make 
you more independent, creative, and is an ultimate test of your problem-solving skills. I faced just that when my laptop 
died on me just a day before all my exchange assignments were due. I had to figure out the nearest place to get my laptop 
fixed, a way to rewrite all my assignments in a night (by hand), get it printed the next day, and find time to revise for 
my mid terms.  

I think that being thrown a couple of curveballs during one’s exchange is actually a great opportunity for character 
building. You learn how to accept vulnerability and appreciate the kindness of strangers especially in a foreign land, 
dealing with random bouts of homesickness, and when you conquer one challenge after another, you realise that perhaps 
you are actually made of stronger stuff, and nothing can faze you anymore! 

To fellow SOSS students who are considering on going exchange, I would encourage you to go for an exchange spot that 
slightly unsettles you, something that will draw you out of your comfort zone, and provide you with ground to grow as 
a person and allow you to learn something new everyday. Going on exchange was probably the best decision I haveever 
made, and I made so many valuable new friends, experienced so much more, and have gained a brand new perspective 
in life. There are so many different ways to live one’s life, and I hope that your own journey will enrich your life as it 
did with mine!

Skiing with other fellow exchange students from all over the world!
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The Art of Personal Branding Workshop
SOSS organized an inaugural career development 
workshop for its alumni members on 14 November 2015 
(Saturday) who were interested to learn more about 
personal branding and to acquire practical strategies for 
enhancing their own personal brand. Facilitated by Mr. 
Lionel Lim, a professional image consultant and lifestyle 
coach, the workshop catered to both entry-level executives 
as well as managers with several years of work experience. 
A total of nine SOSS alumni attended the 2-hour workshop, 
which included interactive activities and useful pointers on 
topics such as how to make impactful introductions during 
networking sessions. 

School of Social Sciences
Alumni Reunion 2015 SOSS organized a big reunion party for its alumni on 

the evening of 28 October 2015 (Wednesday) at the 
SMU University Lounge. The alumni who attended 
were treated to a sumptuous buffet dinner while being 
serenaded by upbeat songs performed by the famous 
musical duo of Shi Li and Adi. It was great to see a 
couple of our SOSS alumni from the pioneer batch of 
2004 joining us for the event as well. As the evening 
went by, all the alumni had a great time catching up 
with several of our faculty members as well as their 
ex-schoolmates. Even if it was only for one night, it 
seemed as though they were back in school again. If 
you missed this year’s alumni reunion, do be sure to 
join us for the next one in 2016!
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Faculty Promotion
With Effect from 1 January 2016

SOSS is pleased to 
announce the promotion 
of Dr Bussarawan Puk 
Teerawichitchainan to 
Associate Professor 
(with tenure).

Yip Pin Xiu, BSocSc Senior, broke a world record and clinched gold in the women’s 50m 
backstroke S5 event at the 8th ASEAN Para Games. She also bagged silvers in the 50m and 
100m freestyle events.

Heartiest Congratulations to Pin Xiu! You have done us proud!

Student Achievement

Faculty research 

Assistant Professor of Political Science Bae Yooil received the Late Professor Chung-Sok 
Suh Best Paper Award at 9th Biennial Korean Studies Association Australasia Conference in 
Adelaide, Australia for the paper “The Making of Gangnam: Social Construction of the Rich 
and Social Inequality in South Korea”. Congratulations, Yooil!

Associate Professor John Williams (right) and Associate Professor Neil Sinhababu from 
National University of Singapore jointly published an article titled “The Backward Clock, 
Truth-Tracking, and Safety” in The Journal of Philosophy.
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Journal 

“Building Participatory Organizations for Common Pool Resource Management: Water User Group Promotion in Indonesia” by 
RICKS, Jacob Isaac, 0305-750X, 2016, 77, World Development, Elsevier, 34 - 47

“A Closer Look at the Hedonics of Everyday Meaning and Satisfaction” by TOV, William; LEE, Huey Woon, 0022-3514, 2015, 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, American Psychological Association

“The UN, Regional Sanctions and Africa” by CHARRON, Andrea; PORTELA, Clara, 0020-5850;1468-2346, 2015, 91, 6, 
International Affairs, 1369 - 1385

“Five Phases of Brokered International Marriages in South Korea: A Complexity Perspective” by SONG, Jiyoung, 2307-9436, 
2015, 1, 1, Asian Studies, Asian Studies Association of Hong Kong, 147 - 176.

“Living Arrangements and Psychological Wellbeing of the Elderly after the Economic Transition in Vietnam” by Yamada, Ken; 
Teerawichitchainan, Bussarawan, 1079-5014, 2015, 70, 6, Journals of Gerontology, Series B, Oxford University Press 
(OUP): Policy B - Oxford Open Option D, 957 - 968.

“State Political Identity and Meta-Governance: Comparative Analysis of Governance Modes in Vegetable Retail in Urban 
China” by Zhang Q.F., 1387-6988;1572-5448, 2015, 17, 5 SI, Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis: Research and Practice, 
Taylor & Francis (Routledge), 378 - 392

THE ABOVE LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE. CLICK HERE FOR  FULL LIST OF SOSS RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS.

Faculty Research

Books & Monographs

“Modeling Change over Time: Conceptualization, Measurement, Analysis, and Interpretation” by CHAN, David, 9780805862980, 
2016, Psychology Press, New York.

Conference Papers

“The Making of Gangnam: Social Construction of the Rich and Social Inequality in South Korea” by BAE Yooil, 25-27 Nov 2015, 
Korean Studies Association of Australasia (KSAA) 9th Biennial Conference, Adelaide, Australia

“The Guangzhou Kangle Village Garment Industrial Cluster. An Analysis of the Social Foundation of Industrial Cluster in China” by 
CHUNG Wai Keung, 5 Dec 2015, 17th Annual Conference of Hong Kong Sociological Association, Hong Kong

“Me Before You: Chinese Youth’s Contemplation of American Television’s Portrayal of Personal Relationships” by GAO Yang, 5-9 
Dec 2015, 17th Annual Conference of Hong Kong Sociological Association, Hong Kong

“Reimagining Minority Religious Communities in Urban Indonesia: Negotiating Local and Global Dynamics” by HOON Chang Yau, 
12-13 Dec 2015, Southeast Asian Studies in Asia Conference, Kyoto, Japan

Faculty in the News

James TANG - 20 Nov 2015, CBS Radio
President Obama Wraps Up His Nine-day Asian Trade Tour With a Stop in Malaysia; Security Issues Need To Be Addressed 
By World Leaders

SONG Jiyoung - 19 Nov 2015, NK News
Defectors Groups Accuse Protesters of ‘Pro-North,’ Anti-state Actions

THE ABOVE LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE. CLICK HERE FOR FULL LIST OF SOSS FACULTY IN THE NEWS.

http://socsc.smu.edu.sg/publications
http://socsc.smu.edu.sg/news?catid=174

