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The SOSS Dean’s List Award Presentation Ceremony was held on Friday, 
13 September 2013 at the SMU Music and Drama Lab. 42 students were 
placed on the Dean’s List for their outstanding academic results in 
AY2012/13. Each awardee received a certificate and a plaque. 

Congratulations to all winners!

Dean’s List Award Presentation

Dean James Tang, Associate Dean Tan Yoo Guan, faculty members and award recipients

Admission Year 2009/10 Admission Year 2010/11 Admission Year 2011/12 Admission Year 2012/13

Genevieve Chung Shilin
Goh Ci’an
Ho Guo Yang, Justin
Koh Suwen
Lim Chia Yeo
Shobana D/o Nadaraja
Andrea Tang Mei Jie
Teo Yee Wen, Christine
YongWei Si, Jaime

Derrick Cham Yanwei
Clara Ng Yi Wen
Kang Wing Kiong
Koh Chiu Yee
Stanley Koh
Lau Seng Yap
Kevin Lu Wenqi
Phan Hoang Viet
Bob Sim Jing Han
Subadevan S/o Mahadevan
Jonathan Tan Ser Ern
Teh Wenxin
Victoria Chan Weiyi
Wan Shi Yun

Clara Chiang Li Ling
Chong Lingxin
Jane Wang Shufang
Lee Jing Yi
Ng Yu Hang
Claire Ooi Wen Yu
Tan Wen Yun
Yeo Si Ying

Boon Guo Ping
Danielle Tay Xue Ting
Hoe See Woon, Melinda
Hong Zheng Quan, 
Mitchell Zachariah
Lai Pollyna
Low Jen Thye, Kenneth
Muhammad Ismail Bin Samat
S Bhuvaneswari
Tan Qing Hui
Tan Yew Hong, Hector
Wong Boon Keng George
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HO BEE PROFESSORSHIP IN
CHINESE ECONOMY AND BUSINESS
Professor Andrew G Walder, (Denise O’Leary 
and Kent Thiry Professor in Sociology, Chair, 
Department of Sociology, Director, Division of 
International, Comparative and Area Studies, School 
of Humanities and Sciences, Stanford University) 
delivered a public lecture on 26 November 2013 
under the Ho Bee Professorship in Chinese Economy 
and Business. The topic for the lecture was “China’s 
Property Revolution: Property Rights and Inequality 
in the New Market Economy”. 

Speaker: Prof Andrew G Walder (Centre)
Chair: Prof James Tang, SOSS Dean (Right)

Discussant: Assoc Prof Henry Gao, SOL (Left)

Audiences participated actively during the Q&A 
session
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New Era International
Workshop
9-10 Dec 2013
The Bridging the Gap initiative’s 2013 New Era International (NEI) Workshop was held at the School of Social Sciences on  9-10 
December 2013. 

NEI was designed to uncover regional perspectives on global problems by convening leading thinkers in one region of the world 
to work together on a specific international challenge. The core belief guiding the project was that responsible global engagement 
should be systematically proactive, seeking both to understand significant medium- and long-term global changes, and to influence 
strategically how such trends affect states’ interests.   

NEI 2013 brought together scholars, policy makers, think tank analysts, journalists, business leaders, and former officials for a two-
day workshop. NEI participants analyzed the roles of public and private actors in public goods provision in Southeast Asia with a 
focus on two substantive pillars: energy governance and infectious disease prevention. Both of these issues have the potential for 
extensive impact on states within Southeast Asia, their intra-regional ties, and the region’s broader global relationships. 

Breakout session Group photo of workshop participants

Prof James Tang, SOSS Dean, welcoming participants of the NEI Workshop Exchanging of views
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Interdisciplinary Course Study Mission to East Java
9-15 Dec 2013 By Assistant Professor Hoon Chang Yau

The Interdisciplinary Course was a module offered to students in the University Scholars Program 
(USP). The course introduced them to interdisciplinary perspectives on contemporary issues 
including, the environment, tourism, diversity, culture, religion, politics and business. After 
covering conceptual discussions over six seminars in SMU, students embarked on a one-week 
study mission in East Java, Indonesia. 

At the door-step of Singapore, Indonesia is the largest and most diverse country in Southeast Asia. 
Using it as the case study for the course allowed students to contextualize the topics covered, and 
enabled them to learn about and to appreciate the complexity of their largest neighbor. Combining 
conceptual and experiential learning, students reflected that: “While the assigned readings 
furthered my knowledge about Indonesia, primary research and my experiences on this short 
field study helped me to better understand reality”; “I did not expect to learn so much, or to 
challenge my assumptions. We explored only a small part of Indonesia, but it revealed so much 
more than the readings ever could.”

The Study Mission focused on three themes: 1) Understanding Social Enterprises and Activism, 
2) Exploring Environmental Issues, and 3) Exploring Culture, Religion and Local Economy. Upon 
arriving in Surabaya, we visited Gaya Nusantara, a human rights NGO in Indonesia. While en route 
to Kaliandra Eco-resort on the Arjuna mountain where we spent five days, we made a visit to the 
disaster zone of LAPINDO mudflow in Sidoarjo.  We spent the last two days of the trip in Malang. 

During the trip students participated in five dialogue sessions with a renowned human rights 
activist, the CEO of a successful social enterprise, an Islamic authority, the rector of a multicultural 
univeristy and a Javanese mystic. They also visited an orphanage for disabled children, local 
villages, museums, zoo, safari, a local temple, a multicultural university and an Islamic boarding 
school. They had a lot of fun with organic farming, batik painting, the gamelan and Javanese dance. 

Using a reflexive approach, the instructor conducted four sessions of circle process to provide 
stuents with a safe space to critically reflect on their own experience, especially that of “otherness” 
in a foreign country when interacting with people who are different from them.

A modified version of this course will be offered as IAS Study Mission in AY2014-15 Term 1. 

44

... To be continued next page

“This short seven days in East 
Java has indeed been a life 
changing experience!” - Koh 
Chiu Yee, SOSS

“If I could use one word to 
describe my seven days in East 
Java, it would be this – mind-
blowing!” - Alicia Teng, SOL
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... To be continued next page

The Circle Process

Visiting Agro-Forestry on Mount ArjunaUSP students performed at the orphanage for disabled children

What did the students say about the trip?

“The USP study trip is the best and most memorable study trip I have ever had. It was a truly enjoyable 
and unforgettable learning experience… This study trip has changed the way I look at things when I 
am in a foreign country.” - Priscilla Wong, SOA

“The trip and course as a whole has broadened my mind to see a more complex world, and to accord 
each individual greater respect.” - Lai Tze Wee, SOE

“This study trip has taught me so much about the world and myself. Knowledge must be interdisciplinary 
and must take into account local contexts, while knowing must be always be a self-reflexive process.” 
- Clayton Chong, SOL
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Dialogue at Ngalah Islamic Boarding School

“The USP study trip prompted me to stand outside my 
comfort zone in a sea of otherness.” - Priscilla Soh, 
SOL

“This experience has emboldened me to encounter 
challenges ahead with a heightened sense of self-
awareness and self-reflexivity. Instead of sitting on 
ivory towers, I have truly learnt how to embrace each 
person differently.” - Mark Ananraj Vincent, SOL

“It was indeed surprising to me that a country like 
Indonesia taught me more about inter-religious faith, 
dialogue and trust than in a multi-cultural and multi-
religious country like Singapore.” - Seumas Yeo, SOE

... To be continued next page

Rope Course at Kaliandra Eco-Resort

Village visits on an open jeep
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Dialogue with the Rector of Yudharta University Participating in organic farming

“This Indonesia journey epitomized the essence of bonding, cultural exchange and soul-
searching.” - Hong Long Yao, SOE

“This Indonesia trip has been an eye-opener for me in many ways. Not only did I gain 
a valuable experience through participating in the activities, I have learnt a lot about my 
friends that I have never known during my interactions with them.” - Edwyna Ong, SOL

Gala dinner in Javanese costumes
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Tres Vive’ 13
With a neon-twist, Tres Vive’, held on 13 September 2013 gave Social Sciences students an opportunity to get-together, 
amidst a series of performances, games and a cocktail style buffet. 

The evening saw some 160 members of our community, many of them Freshmen, gather at The Basement Café for our 
semestral cohesion event. For the first time, an Instagram contest was held, along with a “Face of SOSS” competition 
where guests got the chance to nominate their peers. Featuring performers from our School, participants saw themselves 
posing for photos at the photobooth and swaying to the grooves of the in-house DJ. 

All in all, a good chance to get-together, one month into the new academic year. 

By Juliane Benedict and Chua Sing Nee, BSocSc Yr 2

A sweet start to the semester! Guests with cotton candy! SOSS Dean James Tang also joined in the festivities.

Tres Vive’s Organising Committee with the SOSCIETY President 
and Vice President.

Participants in action!

... To be continued next page
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The neon theme was evident - even at the photobooth!

The DJ spinning songs to get everyone in a grooving mood.

Crooning tunes to entertain the crowd. Guests helping themselves to the buffet.

...  Continued from previous page
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International Exchange
@ University of Bath, 
United Kingdom
By Jasmine Kwok, BSocSc Yr 4

When I first stepped out of the Bath Spa train station, I was 
blown away. Not by its beautiful architecture. Bath’s gusty 
winds literally blew me away, and I had to steady myself with 
my overweight luggage. Fumbling and stumbling, I finally 
made my way to my university accommodation - not quite an 
achievement, considering that it was a mere 4-minute walk 
from the station. Unpredictable weather and settling-down 
woes are perhaps among things that people don’t usually talk 
about when sharing about their amazing exchanges.

(Left) At the Pulteney Bridge with Junda, who was visiting from Surrey. 
Yes, that’s the bridge that Javert jumped from in Les Misérables!

That said, I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Bath. A bustling 
tourist destination by day, Bath quietens down by evening as 
the hordes of tourists board their buses back to London. That’s 
the perfect time for solitary long walks around the incredibly 
beautiful city and its parks. Each lane and building has its own 
story to tell - a particular yellow door at the Royal Crescent, 
for instance, is a symbol of one woman’s triumph over the 
strict “white front doors only” tradition. Ironically, the front 
door of #22 Royal Crescent has since remained yellow to 
commemorate her success. There are many other interesting 
stories about chimney pots, windows, etc (ask me!), and my 
love for trivia earned me the unofficial title of “tour guide” 
among friends.

(Right) Out basking in the sun, on the lawn in front of the Royal 
Crescent.

... To be continued next page
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...  Continued from previous page

(Left) Bonding over picnic at the Royal Victoria Park. (Right) An unusually warm day.

The UK provided ample opportunities to observe class stratification and regional differences in culture  - which I relished as a 
sociology student. I’ve also learnt to be more patient, mostly borne out of necessity, as train and flight delays were really common.

A trip to Iceland was perhaps one of the most memorable. Nine of us piled into a tiny little van as we drove 1000 miles around the 
island. We saw the Northern Lights for two consecutive nights, then woke up the next morning to white-out windows and gusty 
winds (it seems like I really like to talk about the weather). I’ve never experienced a blizzard in my entire life. The first two hours 
were really exciting - we ran out, made snow angels and snowmen.

Our little cottage against the backdrop of an amazing light display

... To be continued next page
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...  Continued from previous page

When the blizzard showed no signs of letting up, we started to get really stressed up over having to delay our return. Snowed in for 
one entire day, I realized that Man is really at the mercy of Mother Nature, despite our efforts to control her. 

As our little van circled the island on Route 1, I saw flat topped plateaus with thousands of birds encircling them, snow capped 
mountains with “yeti stones”, plains, huge glacier pools, and even got stuck halfway up a volcano. Words just cannot adequately 
describe how amazing the Icelandic landscape is. As I sit in my corner in our little van, I felt really small in contrast to the vast terrain 
that passed me by. I had a sudden thought: Why not take things slowly and enjoy every single moment of life?

How can I forget the signature SMU jump shot? Taken in Iceland, credits to Zoe Chen.

Going on exchange is a privilege that I am extremely thankful for. While it was an opportunity to meet interesting people and 
experience “exotic” cultures and rich histories, it was really a journey of self-discovery.

(Left) Our trusty little van under the lights. (Right) Our poor van stuck out in the blizzard, with some overturned chairs for company. 
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Summer Internship 
@ The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Kuala Lumpur
By Kamini Devi Naidu D/o Devadass, BSocSc Yr 4

An internship, as many readers of this article would be familiar 
with is an opportunity for one to learn the ropes of the professional 
world and do some soul searching if this is what they want as a 
career. The same was for me. Since taking a class on human rights 
taught by then visiting professor Darren Zook from the University 
of California Berkeley, I became curious on what it took to protect 
the fringes of society. Living in Singapore, I felt very alienated 
from the human rights lexicon learnt in class and wanted greater 
exposure to the UNHCR mandate.  So armed with this passion and 
intrigue, I did my summer internship at the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Kuala Lumpur. 

Interns Party

I remember my first day being filled awe, opportunism and trepidation. 
Seeing rows of asylum seekers (persons who have yet to attain refugee 
status) and refugees lined neatly outside the compound amidst the 
pouring rain, barely sheltered was a gut wrenching sight. Makeshift 
buildings made from shutter walls were interspersed around the 
vicinity, each representing a different unit of the organisation such as 
registration, refugee status determination and education (which I was 
assigned to). Indeed, the reality of the situation was much more severe 
than I imagined. 

One of the commendable aspects of working as an intern in UNHCR 
is that you are allocated tasks that full-timers do as well. Working in 
the education department, duties included field work which involved 
visiting refugee schools and aiding them with their requests such as 
providing more textbooks and stationeries. Moreover, you are able to 
shadow other departments for a couple of days to grasp what they do 
and the different situations they handle as your internship draws to an 
end. This allowed me acquire a holistic knowledge of the workings 
of UNHCR. Learning the vulnerabilities of the refugee population 
in Malaysia and how to assess their situation and assist them in a 
sustainable manner was an emboldening affair. 

Visiting Batu Caves

... To be continued next page
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Penang Trip!

...  Continued from previous page

Besides working with refugees, daily interactions with 
Malaysians and international interns made me appreciate Kuala 
Lumpur for all its imperfections and splendour. Many of us 
took the opportunity to explore the nooks and crannies of KL 
together and had weekend trips abroad whenever possible. The 
meld of cultural exchanges and array of narratives shared all 
the more made this internship a memorable one. 

The Education Department

World Refugee Day 2012

Though there were many highlights to my internship, one of the 
toughest challenges for me in preparing for the internship was 
finding a place to stay. Although UNHCR provided a catalogue 
of accommodation websites for one me to browse through, the 
unfamiliar addresses made it difficult to secure a rented room 
before I arrived in KL.  So instead of renting a room before I 
arrived, I spent a week searching for an appropriate place to live 
in. An advice to those seeking foreign internships, based on my 
experience and those of fellow interns, it is best to confirm your 
room or apartment rental in person. Reason being is that claims 
made on websites may be exaggerated and not as quixotic as 
you thought. An intern I knew had rented a room he confirmed 
online and found himself staying with eight other people. 
Unbearable the conditions as they were, he forfeited his deposit 
and found a more suitable place to stay. To not be a victim of 
scams, ensure you see your preferred place of stay in person 
before you pay your deposit. Doing so was the right choice 
for me as I managed to find a room that met my preferences – 
affordable and of close proximity to UNHCR.

Looking back, this internship gave me the time and space to figure out the kind of career I would like to have. I learnt that the best 
way to maximise value from your internship is to follow your own convictions and not that of others. Do not simply give up the 
ghost when trying times momentarily disrupt your goals. Dare to challenge your perceived limits. Utilise the knowledge the school 
of social sciences have equipped you with and be open to possibilities. As for me, the information learnt in class allowed me to 
navigate the complexity of refugee protection better. It is such a knotty matter but a worthy cause. 
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Congratulations to Myra Lee Jia Wen, 
BSocSc Yr 1, for winning in SEA Games!

Myra Lee Jia Wen (Right), BSocSc freshman, won Bronze and 4th placing for 3M springboard synchronised 
and 3M springboard in the SEA games 2013. Heartiest Congratulations to Myra! You have done us proud!

What sparked your interest in spring board diving?

I first joined diving in late 2009 after I stopped artistic 
gymnastics due to a hemstring injury that did not 
allow me to run or jump. My mother convinced me 
to take up diving as I had the gymnastics background 
and my interest in diving grew from there.

What is a typical training day for you?

It would be two hours of dryland training where we 
do all our sommersaults on the trampoline and dry 
boards and then two hours of water training. 

How do you manage the time between your 
studies and spring board training?

I have training six times a week so I usually head 
straight for training after school. I dedicate my 
sundays to studying and completing my assignments 
and I try to study after training as well. 

What was the most memorable moment during 
SEA games?

I think the most memorable moment was seeing that 
my partner’s and my name on the big screen, securing 
the third place, after our last dive.

What are your aspirations as a national sports woman?

 To be the best that I can be!
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Alumni Activities

In August 2013, the School of Social Sciences launched the inaugural set of the 
SOSS Alumni Networking Sessions. The main aim of this initiative is to allow small 
groups of current SOSS students to meet with and network with their seniors who 
have ventured into various industries such as the civil service, policy research, and 
financial services. Held at Café 4 Point 3 on weekday evenings at 7pm, each session 
would involve an alumnus sharing some invaluable insights on issues pertaining to 
career prospects, advancement opportunities, and the relevance of a social science 
education in their respective professional endeavors. 

For the first set of the SOSS Alumni Networking Sessions, students met with the 
following alumni:

• Mr. Jasbir Singh (Legal Executive, Rajah & Tann LLP)
• Mr. Tim Mou Hui (Career Development Executive, Public Service Division)
• Mr. Tay Ek Kiat (Research Assistant, Institute of Policy Studies)
• Ms. Christine Liu (IT Consultant, Kroark Solutions)

This initiative received an encouraging response from the SOSS undergraduate 
community, with almost sessions being oversubscribed. The students who attended 
one or more of the aforementioned sessions enjoyed themselves thoroughly and found 
them extremely useful and applicable to their career planning process. Students went 
home with a better understanding of the different careers that were available to them 
and an additional resource to tap onto - their seniors. 

The second set of the SOSS Alumni Networking Sessions are scheduled to launch in 
January 2014. The registration e-mail has been sent to all SOSS students. For more 
details on the line-up and the schedule, do check your SMU e-mail account!



Faculty Appointment/Achievements

1717

Ms Francesca Benvenuti received 
the Outstanding Adjunct award 
in September 2013. Recipients of 
this award was selected by the 
Faculty Advisory Committee for 
Teaching and Learning (FACTL) after 
reviewing evidences of their teaching 
performance, and contributions to the 
scholarship of teaching and learning.

Congratulations to Francesca!

Mr Bilahari Kausikan, Ambassador-at-Large and Foreign Policy 
Adviser at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been appointed  
Senior Fellow with effect from 1 August 2013.

Associate Professor 
Christie Scollon has been 
appointed Associate Dean 
(Research and Programme 
Development) with effect 
from 1 January 2014.

Professor Paul Evans has been appointed Visiting Professor 
in Asian and International Studies with effect from 5 January 
2014.

Mrs Lim Lai Cheng has been appointed Fellow with effect 
from 3 January 2014.
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Journal 

“Eliminativism, Dialetheism and Moore’s Paradox” by John WILLIAMS, doi:10.1111/theo.12038, 2013, Theoria

CLICK HERE FOR  FULL LIST OF SOSS RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

Faculty Research

Faculty in the News

David CHAN - 28 Dec 2013, The Straits Times
From Emotions to Shared Values 

Bussarawan Puk TEERAWICHITCHAINAN - 23 Dec 2013, Asian Scientist
Health and Well-Being: Cases from Southeast Asia

TAN Wee Lit - 13 Dec 2013, The Straits Times
Art in the City

CLICK HERE FOR  FULL LIST OF SOSS FACULTY IN THE NEWS

Books & Monographs

“Aquinas, Education and The East” by Thomas Brian MOONEY, Mark NOWACKI, 2013, Springer, Sophia: Studies in Traditions 
of Philosophy and Culture

Conference Papers

“Eliminativism, Dialethism and Moore’s Paradox” by John WILLIAMS, 8 - 12 Dec 2013, 2013 Australasian Society for Continental 
Philosophy New Zealand Philosophy Conference, Auckland, New Zealand

“Cartography of Chinese Christian Churches in Indonesia: Continuity and Change” by HOON Chang Yau, 2 - 4 Dec 2013, 
Oxford Symposium on Religious Studies, Oxford, UK

“Changing the Odds: Politicians, Bureaucrats, and the Politics of Policy Reform” by Jacobs RICKS, 2 - 3 Dec 2013, 2013 New 
Zealand Political Studies Association Conference, Christchurch, New Zealand

http://socsc.smu.edu.sg/publications
http://socsc.smu.edu.sg/news?catid=174
http://socsc.smu.edu.sg/news?catid=174

