Ho Bee Professorship - Professor Ezra Vogel
Distinguished scholar, Professor Ezra Vogel has accepted SOSS invitation to
visit the School in May 2012 under the Ho Bee Professor in Chinese Economy
and Business. Professor Vogel is an Emeritus Professor at Harvard University.
He retired from teaching in 2000. Professor Vogel has an illustrious academic
career that spread over five decades – he obtained his PhD in Sociology from
Harvard University in 1958. He spent the next two years in Japan conducting
research. He was Assistant Professor at Yale from 1960 to 1961 through 1963
to 1964 as a post-doctoral fellow at Harvard University studying Chinese Language and History. Professor Vogel remained at Harvard University to take up
a lectureship appointment in 1964 and professorship in 1967.
He held many other prominent academic appointments in Harvard University
– Director of the East Asian Research Center (1972 – 1977), second Chairman
of the Council for Asian Studies (1977-1980), Director of the Programme on
US-Japan Relations at the Centre for International Affairs (1980-1987), Director of the Undergraduate Concentration in East Asian Studies from its inception in 1972 to 1989.
In 1993, Professor Vogel took two years leave of absence from Harvard University to serve as the National Intelligence Officer for East Asia at the National
Intelligence Council in Washington. He returned to Harvard University in 1995
and continued to head the Fairbank Centre until 1999 and the Asia Centre from
1997 to 1999.

[Photo source: Puget Sound website]

The School will organize public
lecture, student seminar and meeting sessions with Professor Ezra Vogel.
Look out for more details on the School’s
website, www.socsc.smu.edu.sg.

After his retirement from active teaching, Professor Vogel remains active in research. His most recent book,
“Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China”, was published by Harvard University Press, September 2011.
The Japanese edition of his book, “Japan as Number One: Lessons for America”, published by iUniverse, 1979 is
the all-time best-seller in Japan of a non-fiction book by a western author. He has authored numerous books,
journal articles, and conference papers.
The School received 12 entries from students, faculty, alumni and adjunct faculty. The
School would like to thank all contributors for their submissions. As a token of appreciation, all contributors are presented with a S$20 book voucher each. Students, faculty, and
adjunct faculty may collect voucher from the School Admin Office.
Assistant Professor William Tov’s entry was selected - S3. S3 (“S – Cube”) comes from the 3
S’s in the “School of Social Sciences”. In addition, geometrically, S3 represents a cube which
has 3 dimensions and 6 sides. The 3 dimensions are akin to the three undergraduate social
science majors, but the 6 sides highlight the fact that the School of Social Sciences consists
of disciplines beyond the three majors that help to constitute the cube. Assistant Professor
William Tov declined the prize.
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New Second Majors
In August 2011, Professor James T H Tang, Dean of SOSS announced that the School would launch two new
multi-disciplinary second majors in AY2012/13. The School Committees have submitted their reports on the
proposed second majors – Public Policy and Public Management, and International and Asian Studies.

Public Policy and Public Management (PPPM)
The PPPM second major is designed to provide students with a general foundation in the nature of public
and non-profit workplaces and their political, psychological, and legal environments. In addition, the major
heightens students’ critical thinking and problem-solving skills through various types of field research and
case studies. In particular, the major is unique in its emphasis on the integration of academic study with real
policy problems that is further enhanced through the Public Policy Task Force programme. The task force is
an important part of the PPPM curriculum, and is designed to give students the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills acquired in the class rooms to real world problems. Students will engage in collaborative,
client-oriented, and problem-solving projects on critical public policy and management issues.
The PPPM faculty will work closely with practitioners with extensive experience in policy and management
from both the private and public sectors to allow students to gain practical insights on government and public
affairs. Upon completion of this second major, students will be well equipped to pursue careers in non-profit,
public and private sector organizations.

International and Asian Studies
This innovative programme takes on a regional and international focus to examine the emerging role of Asia
in the world. It integrates knowledge from various disciplines including international relations, sociology,
political science, economics and law as well as in-depth knowledge of the region to address complex issues
concerning Asia and the world.
This programme aims to produce global minded students by encouraging students to be multi-lingual, to
participate in study missions and other international experiences. One unique feature of the programme is
the opportunity for students to participate in round-table meetings to discuss relevant issues related to Asia
and the world with experts in the field.
Students from the School of Social Sciences are already benefitting from visit of such experts eg Professor
John G Ikenberry (Princeton University), Professor Elizabeth Perry (Harvard University), Professor Huang
Yasheng (MIT) and Professor Kevin Hewison (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill).
There are other enrichment programmes designed specifically for this major such as writing and publishing
workshop, special internships with international organizations and NGOs, and joint programme or partnership arrangements with leading universities.
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Climate Change Workshop: SMU-SOSS Collaboration
with George Washington University
by Tay Ek Kiat*, Year 4, BSocSc student
In November 2011, the SMU School of Social Sciences was proud to host
a workshop in collaboration with the Partnerships for International Strategies in Asia (PISA) from the George Washington University (GWU). The
two-day workshop, held from 18-19 November 2011, was titled “Climate
Insecurity and Global Governance: Challenge for Asia”. SOSS Dean Professor James Tang was chair of the workshop, which aimed to lay the groundwork for future collaborations on research in climate change between GWU
and SMU, particularly with respect to security implications for Asia in the
future.
Six faculty from SOSS – Professor James T H Tang, Associate Professor John
Donaldson (a GWU alumnus), Assistant Professors Forrest Zhang, Clara
Portela, Bussarawan Teerawichitchainan, and Visiting Professor Ann Florini – were in attendance. They were joined by two faculty from LKCSB,
Associate Professors Ted Tschang and Sudhi Seshadri. Assistant Professor
Reuben Wong from the NUS Department of Political Science also attended.
Meanwhile, five members of GWU made the marathon 20-hour flight to
Singapore: Associate Professors Marcus King, Paul Williams, and Joanna
Spear of the Elliott School of International Affairs, along with PISA’s Director, Ms Linda Yarr, and its Deputy Director, Ms Suzanne Kelly-Lyall. Assistant Professor Llewelyn Hughes of GWU also participated in the workshop
via Skype, showing that distance was no barrier to this collaboration.
Issues discussed during the workshop included the interdisciplinary nature
of climate change as a research topic, how to integrate climate change with
the research interests of various faculty, as well as areas of potential collaboration between GWU and SMU. Individual sessions of roundtable discussion were chaired by faculty from both sides, allowing for fruitful discussion
of the various issues at hand. GWU professors also shared their expertise
on the topic through working papers highlighting specific trends and issues, each relating to a different area on climate change. Topics discussed
included the relation of climate change to governance, food security, urban
resilience, security and conflict, international agreements, and diplomatic
relations.
At the end of the workshop, PISA Director, Ms Linda Yarr mapped out the
key themes and events of the project collaboration, as well as the intended
deliverables and target audience. She was joined by Visiting Professor Ann
Florini of SMU, who spoke about the next steps of this fledgling partnership and how to bring the conceptualization into something more concrete.
Overall, the workshop was a great success, and all involved benefited from
the knowledge sharing. SOSS looks forward to a happy and fruitful partnership with GWU and PISA, with great things to come!
*Tay Ek Kiat was student assistant at the Workshop
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Tea Sessions with Mr S R Nathan
After serving two terms as Singapore’s President, Mr
S R Nathan was appointed Distinguished Senior Fellow
at the School of Social Sciences. Continuing his commitment to engaging with the young minds of today
established from his time as SMU’s Patron, several tea
sessions were organized to provide an opportunity for
conversations to take place in an informal setting.
At one of the sessions held in January 2012, Mr Nathan
met with several postgraduate research students where
he shared his experience as the top civil servant in Singapore and gave life advice amidst snacking on cookies
and tea. The mood was light and conversation flowed
easily as Mr Nathan’s jovial manner disarmed any nervousness the students might have had.
While talking about his early life, he mused about how
living through the war changed him and his peers, forcing them to grow up and face the realities of life. This is
unlike the younger generation of today, who could take
time to mature without facing such extreme externalities. Nevertheless, he emphasized that despite having

by Jolene Tan, second year PhD in Psychology student

different experiences growing up the youth of today
face unique and tough challenges ahead of them.
The effort and time taken to organise the session was
definitely appreciated by the attendees. Katherine
Valentine, a second year PhD in Psychology student
at the School of Social Sciences comments, “As a foreign student, it was an eye opener to meet such a distinguished member of Singapore’s society and it really helped deepen my understanding of Singapore.”

Group photograph with the postgraduates and USP scholars

With Social Science students at the first tea session
Sharing his thoughts and views on a wide range of topics

With undergraduates from the various Schools

Making time for a personal introduction
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Social Sciences Conference 2012

by Tim Mou Hui, Year 4, BSocSc Student

Come 17 March 2012, some 250 students from the junior colleges,
polytechnics and integrated programmes will participate in the inaugural Social Science Conference 2012 (SSC12).
Organised by a group of SOSS students with input from the Ministry of Education, participants will engage in a series of intellectually
stimulating seminars delivered in the signature SOSS style of interactive learning. SSC12 will encourage students to analyse issues important to them through the lens of a social scientist.
The theme of SSC12 is "Resource Wars - Who Gets What, When,
How" and will examine various aspects of the modern economy, especially in the wake of the recent financial crisis. We are honoured to
have former President of the Republic of Singapore, Mr S R Nathan,
to deliver the keynote address for SSC12.

Click here for larger image.

The conference is also an excellent opportunity for SOSS to showcase
its capabilities, and we hope to receive your support in making it a
success. Stay tuned for more information on SCC12 in the coming
weeks!

Baylis & Smith Prize
This year’s Baylis & Smith Prize was shared between
Rajeev s/o Arumugam, Sukanto Lacson Chanda, Jose
Yong Jin Chuan, and Hazel Tan Shu Min for the best
introductory level essay in the Political Science major
elective course, “World Politics” using the Baylis and
Smith textbook.
The prize was generously established in 2005 by
the founding editors of the Oxford University Press
textbook The Globalization of World Politics to “celebrate the continuing success” of the textbook (now
in its fifth edition) and to reward outstanding student

by Assistant Professor Tobias Rettig

papers in world politics.
Professor James T H Tang, Dean of the School of
Social Sciences, awarded the certificates and book
vouchers on 20 January, 2012 in a ceremony held at
the Dean’s Office.
Jose is now a full-time Researcher at SMU’s Behavioural Science Institute and applying for PhD Programme in Psychology, Hazel just started work at the
Singapore office of Australian mining giant BHP Billiton, whereas Rajeev and Sukanto are into their second
year at SMU.

From left: Assistant Professor Tobias Rettig, Rajeev s/o Arumugam, Jose Yong Jin Chuan, Sukanto Lacson Chanda and Professor James T H Tang
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Six Questions for Ashley Liew (Year 4 BSocSc student and marathon runner)

Ashley is a final year student majoring in Political Science and Finance. He is a committed marathon runner who has
participated in numerous races locally as well as internationally. He finished 4th (overall non-African / Asian male) in
the Hong Kong Marathon held on 5 February 2012 with a new personal best of 2 hours 38 minutes 11 seconds beating
his previous best of 2 hours 41 minutes 55 seconds at the Gold Coast Marathon held on 3 July 2011. Ashley took one
term off from School to train specially for the Standard Chartered Bank Marathon Race in December 2011.
Ashley is recipient of the Dean of Students Individual Award 2010 and 2009 and the SMUSA Award
Individual Award 2010 and 2009 and SMUSA Overall Best CCA Award in 2010.

Why did you decide to take one term off from School
to train full time as it was your graduating term?

How do you manage your time especially now
that you are back to school with training?

I am grateful to Professor Low Aik Meng (the former Dean
of Students) back in 2010 for advising me to take my time
and enjoy the experience as an SMU student. So when the
opportunity to take a term off presented itself, I saw it as
a solid eight months to concentrate on training and racing
full-time, while being stress-free. Once I started working I
would never be blessed with such an opportunity again.

The two words are discipline and flexibility. Being
disciplined means not spending so much time socializing outside school and training. Rushing between
these two activities involves huge sacrifice, but if you
a serious athlete you will have to maximize your time.

What is a typical training day like for you?
I usually run twice-a-day every day, clocking an average of
18km total per day. Relaxation techniques and stretching are
also part of the day’s agenda. If it is a triathlon season, I
would also find ways to squeeze in a sizeable volume of biking and swimming.

However, I have to be flexible sometimes. Project
work demands can be unpredictable, while readings may take longer than planned. So cutting down
mileage slightly for the day might be wise so as not to
compromise sleep time.
In conclusion, being a serious student athlete is
possible!
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Do you have a strict diet regime? What are your indulgences?
My diet is routine. My biggest meal is breakfast while my smallest is dinner. Meals
contain a decent proportion of complex carbohydrates for energy, protein for recovery, and fruits and vegetables for a healthy body. Occasionally, I indulge in chocolate
and salmon sashimi.

When you are running a race especially in a marathon you need to run
for a 2.5 hours to 3.5 hours duration. What is in your mind when you
are running?
I focus on the present, which involves things like breathing, pacing, and body awareness. I block out evaluations of the past (e.g. how much pain I’ve already experienced) and the future (e.g. what my final time may turn out to be). Essentially, I try
not to think of things outside my own control, so I can fully focus on my own race.

Any advice for aspiring marathon runners?
Do not always tell yourself to start structured training from tomorrow: once you
sign-up for a marathon you should immediately start committing your time and
training towards your realistic goal. However, remember not to burn yourself out by
doing too much too soon. Enjoy each experience so you can continue doing this in
the long run… no pun intended!

Faculty Achievement
The School is pleased to announce the promotion of John
Donaldson to Associate Professor with tenure with effect from 1 January 2012.
John studies local rural poverty reduction policies in China, the transformation of China’s agrarian system, and central-provincial relations.
Recently, he has been comparing China’s rural transformation with that
of India. His research has been published such in journals as Politics and
Society, World Development, International Studies Quarterly, China Journal
and China Quarterly. His book, “Small Works: Poverty and Development in
Southwest China,” was published in 2011 by the Cornell University Press.
Congratulations to Associate Professor John Donaldson!

Bundle of Joy – was
delivered to Rachel,
Admin Office
Congratulations to Rachel
and her beautiful bundle
of joy. Baby Elizabeth was
borne on 27 December
2011. We wish Rachel all
the best as she grapples with
the intricacies of motherhood.Rachel returns to
work on 02 May 2012.

Baby Elizabeth Han

Proud Parents
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Faculty in the News
Recent News

James T H Tang – 21 February 2012, Channel News Asia
Hong Kong Election Race: Implications of the Henry Tang’s Scandal
Norman Li – 15 February 2012, Channel News Asia, Blog TV
Changing Rules of the Dating Game in Singapore
John Donaldson – 14 February 2012, Lianhe Zaobao
Mixed Reactions to Unrestrained Purchases by Chinese Mainlanders
>> more

Faculty Research
Journal
Eduard Jordaan - “Including the Excluded: Communitarian Paths to Cosmopolitanism” in Review of International Studies,
37 (5), 2011, pp 2365 - 2385.
Angela Leung - “Within and Between Culture Variation: Individual Differences and the Cultural Logics of Honor, Face and
Dignity Cultures”, with Cohen, D., Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 100, pp 507-526.
Norman Li, William Tov and Christie Scollon - “The Incompatibility of Materialism and the Desire for Children: Psychological Insights into the Fertility Discrepancy Among Modern Countries” with Patel, L. & Daniel Balliet, Social Indicators
Research, 101, pp 391 - 404.
Christie Scollon, Sharon Koh, Evelyn Au - “Cultural Differences in the Subjective Experience of Emotion: When and Why
They Occur”, Social Spychology and Personality Compass, 5, pp 853 - 864.
Jennifer Tong - “National Feelings or Rational Dealings? The Role of Procedural Priming on the Perceptions of Cross-border
Acquisitions.” Journal of Social Issues, 67, pp 743 - 759.
Bussarawan Teerawichitchainan - “Tradition and Change in Marriage Payments in Vietnam, 1963-2000”, with John Knodel,
Asian Population Studies, 2012.

Chapters in Books
David Chan - Advances in Statistical Analytical Strategies for Causal Inferences in the Social and Behavioural Sciences”, in
W. B. Rouse., K. R. Boff., & P. Sanderson (Eds.) Complex Socio-technical Systems: Understanding and Influencing Causality of
Change, Amsterdam: IOS Press, 2012
Wiilaim Tov & Christie Scollon - “Cross-cultural Research”, in M. R. Mehl & T. S. Conner (Eds.) Handbook of Research
Methods for Studying Daily Life (pp 539 - 552) New York, NY: Guilford.
Forrest Zhang - “Status and Hierarchy”, in Xiaowei Zang (eds.). Understanding Chinese Society, London: Routledge, 2011

Books and Monographs
Hoon Chang Yau - “Chinese Indonesians Reassessed: History, Religion and Belonging”, Siew Min Sai and Chang-Yau Hoon
(eds), forthcoming 2012
Brian Mooeny, Mark Nowacki - “Aquinas, Education and the East”, Brian Mooney & Mark Nowacki (eds), Springer, 2012
Brian Mooney, Mark Nowacki, Tan Yoo Guan and John Williams - “Thinking Things Through: An Introduction to Analytical
Skills Second Edition”, with Ilya Farber. McGraw-Hill, 2012

Conference Papers
Chung Wai-Keung - “The Socio-political Construction of Multiracialism in Singapore”
Hong Kong: 13th Annual Conference of Hong Kong Sociological Association
3 December 2011
Nicholas Harrigan - “Subgraph Approaches to Social Networks : The Molecular Modelling of Networks”
California, USA: International Network for Social Network Analysis (INSNA) Sunbelt International Social Network
12 - 18 March 2012
Yang Hwajin - “Effects of Emotional Prosody on Directed Forgetting”
Singapore: Annual International Conference on Cognitive and Behavioural Psychology
13 - 14 February 2012

Working Papers
Thomas Brian Mooney & John Williams - “Asymmetrical Friendships”, December 2011
John Williams, Thomas Brian Mooney & Mark Nowacki - “Virtue, Connaturality and Know-How”, December 2011
John Williams - “Moore’s Paradox and the Priority of Belief Thesis”, December 2011

>> More
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